
Mini‐Conference to K‐12 Teachers 
(Schedule) 

K-12 Teachers’ Mini-Conference 
Friday, April 16, 2010 

BCTC-Leestown Campus 
12:00 noon Check-in, Building C 
12:30 p.m. Welcome 

Tricia Platt, BCTC, Building C, Student Center 
12:35 - 1:35 p.m. Tapping student interest in the environment, to effectively connect K-12 

core content in science, math, language and creative arts, and living skills 
Sarah Lynn Cunningham, Environmental Educator and Environmental Engineer, 
Louisville 

1:40 – 2:25 p.m. School Gardening 
Jessica Ballard, Farm Manager, Peace 
Meal Gardens 
Miranda Hileman, Compton Fellow 
Stephanie Hopkins, University of 
Kentucky 

Stormwater mapping 
Pattie Stivender, Bluegrass Pride 

2:30 – 2:45 p.m. Break Break 
2:45 – 3:30 p.m. The fascinating world of 

vermicomposting 
Carol Bradford, Bluegrass Pride 
Pattie Stivender, Bluegrass Pride 

Kentucky Clean and Healthy Schools 
Program 
Merin Roseman, Kentucky Environmental 
Education Council 

3:35 – 4:30 p.m. EcoArt in Action 
Katherine Bullock, Educational 
Outreach Coordinator, Living Arts 
& Science Center 
Heather Lyons, Executive Director, 
Living Arts & Science Center 

The Incredible Carbon Cycle Journey 
Roberta M. Burnes, Kentucky Division for 
Air Quality 

4:30-7:30 p.m. Supper break 
7:30 p.m. Keynote Speaker: Jeff Biggers 

Bio: The grandson of a coal miner, Jeff Biggers is a writer, 
editor, journalist and critic who has worked across the United 
States as well as in Europe, India, and Mexico. He has written 
extensively about Appalachia, including the 2007 The United 
States of Appalachia: How Southern Mountaineers Brought 
Independence, Culture and Enlightenment to America. His new 
book, published in January 2010, is Reckoning at Eagle Creek: The 

Secret Legacy of Coal. Of this book, global warming truth-teller and NASA Goddard 
Center scientist James Hansen said, “Jeff Biggers exposes the truth about coal in 
America--how the myth of ‘clean coal’ destroys even family histories. But Biggers is 
a long-time warrior in another fight--to stabilize climate and preserve a good life for 
young people. Let us hope his message about dirty coal is read far and wide." 



 


